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TORAH READING FOR YOM KIPPUR SHAHARIT

The traditional Torah reading for Yom Kippur moming (Leviticus 16) summarizes the
service in the Temple on Yom Kippur. This dramatic reading, repeated in part during the
Avodah sections of Musaf, does not have the same impact upon many contemporary
listeners as it did over the generations. As a consequence, some communities prefer to read
Nitzavim (Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20), the alternative Torah reading, on pages 531-542.

First Aliyah

THE ALMIGHTY spoke to Moses,

after the death of two of Aaron’s sons

when they drew near before THE HoLy ONE and died.
GoD said to Moses: Speak to Aaron your brother,
tell him he cannot come at will into the holy place,
inside the curtain in the presence of the cover

that is on the Ark, lest he might die—

for I appear over the cover, in a cloud.

Aaron shall come into the sanctuary thus:

with a male ox as an atonement offering,

and a ram for sacrificial fire.

Leviticus 16:1-3
(On Shabbat, Second Aliyah)

A linen tunic he shall wear,

with linen breeches—

they will be upon his flesh.

And he shall gird himself with linen sash,

and a linen turban shall he don.

These will be holy garments.

He shall wash his body, and shall put them on.
And from the congregation of the Israelites,

let him take two kid goats:

one for an atonement offering,

and one for offering up by fire. -
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The traditional Torah reading for Yom Kippur morning (Leviticus 16) summarizes the
service in the Temple on Yom Kippur. This dramatic reading, repeated in part during the
Avodah sections of Musaf, does not have the same impact upon many contemporary
listeners as it did over the generations. As a consequence, some communities prefer to read
Nitzavim (Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20), the alternative Torah reading, on pages 531-542.

First Aliyah

~20% DNIR2 1IN 13 MW NIA TOK MPR-ox i e

=5y PR PIXOK 927 MPReOR T madh anpn mm

WK N8 YUK nNe? man wpTox hy vy Ky

K32 NKI3 :N7EI0Y TRIK YA 2 ne KDY gy
1T2V7 1K) DR 72713 93 WIpTUR 1IN

(On Shabbat, Second Aliyah)
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COMMENTARY. Why are instructions given to Aaron “after the death of two
of Aaron’s sons?” Rav Azaria compares this to a doctor who visits a sick
person and says, “Do not eat anything cold, and do not lie in a damp
place.” Another doctor says, “Do not eat anything cold, and do not lie in a
damp place so that you do not die like John Doe died.” The second doctor
made a stronger case than the first. Rashi

7RIR 1392 *3/For I appear...in a cloud. Since God appears there in a pillar of
cloud, and since the revelation of God’s Shehinah is there, Aaron should be
careful not to enter at will. The rabbis comment that he should enter only
with the cloud of incense and only on Yom Kippur (Talmud Yoma 53a).
Rashi

WP 72 MInd/ketonet bad kodesh /linen tunic. The high priest had two sets
of clothes — 27 *132/bigdey zahav/golden clothing and 12% 133/ bigdey
lavan /white clothing. The Mishnah (Yoma 7:4) points out that on Yom
Kippur the white clothing was worn only when the high priest entered the
Holy of Holies. The simple white garment was worn in the Holy of
Holies, and the gold was worn before the multitude gathered at the
Temple. What affects how you dress? MBX/DAT
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And Aaron shall sacrifice the ox
as offering for his sins.
He shall atone both for himself and for his household.

Leviticus 16:4-6
Second Aliyah (On Shabbat, Third Aliyah)

And he shall take the two kid goats,

and stand them up before THE OMNIPRESENT,

at the Tent of Meeting’s entranceway.

And then let Aaron place a lot

upon each of the two goats:

one lot for THE HorLy ONE,

and one for Azazel.

Aaron shall offer up the goat

the lot has designated for THE HoLy ONE,

and he shall make it an atonement offering.

And the goat the lot has marked for Azazel

shall be presented live before THE OMNIPRESENT,
for atonement, when the goat is sent to Azazel,
into the wilderness.

Aaron shall sacrifice the ox

as offering for his sins.

He shall atone both for himself and for his household,
by slaughtering his offering for sins.

Leviticus 16:7-11
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Second Aliyah (On Shabbat, Third Aliyah)
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COMMENTARY. The Torah reading reflects this holiday’s theme, in the
emphasis on expiation of sins through the ritual of the two goats and by
direct mention of Yom Kippur as an occasion on which to “practice self-
denial.” To make sense of the reading’s elaborate instructions for sacrifice,
we must begin by recognizing that biblical religion was based in large
measure on a popular belief that relinquishing to God precious possessions
(such as livestock and grain) gave people credit and approval in God’s
eyes. We may regard the sacrifices as naive and primitive. But they had the
same value in their time as our forms of altruistic giving have in ours.

Is it wrong to donate money to charitable causes or the State of Israel? No.
But in a thousand years our descendants will probably wonder what we
had in mind by these telethons, fundraising brunches and letter-writing
campaigns. Perhaps they’ll have figured out more efficient strategies to
achieve justice and will regard what we do as rather primitive, foolish and
wasteful. SDR
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Third Aliyah (On Shabbat, Fourth Aliyah)

And he shall take his censer,

filled with burning coals,

lit from the altar fire

before THE HoLY ONE.

And he shall take two handfuls

of an aromatic incense, finely ground,
and bring it to the inside of the altar curtain,
and offer up the incense on the fire,
in the presence of THE HoLy ONE.
And when the cloud of incense
covers up the altar-cover,

which lies atop the Ark of Covenant,
he shall not die.

And he shall take some of the ox’s blood,

and sprinkle with his fingers on the surface

of the altar-cover, on the east side.

Before the altar-cover, let him sprinkle

with the blood upon his fingers seven times.

And he shall slay the goat of offering

for the people’s sins, and bring the blood

inside the altar-curtain,

and he shall do with its blood as he had done
beforehand with the ox’s blood—sprinkling the blood

upon the altar-cover as he stands before it.
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Third Aliyah (On Shabbat, Fourth Aliyah)
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M %3890 / milifney adonay/before the OMNIPRESENT. This clearly refers to
the location where the Israelites believed the divine presence came to rest
in the tent.

The rabbis were uncomfortable with the anthropomorphic imagery
referring to God that appears within the Torah, so they interpreted
milifney adonay as a directional phrase meaning “toward the altar.” This
method of interpretation has continued today, as evidenced in classical
Reconstructionist thought, which has moved away from the idea of God as
a person. DAT/MBK
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He shall make atonement for the sanctuary,

for the Israelites’ uncleanness,

and for their misdeeds, and all their sins.

He shall likewise make atonement

for the Tent of Meeting that now dwells among them,
unclean though they be.

And no one shall be present in the Tent of Meeting,
when he comes there to atone in holiness,

until he comes out.

And he shall make atonement,

for himself, and for his household,

and for the whole assembly of the Israelites.

Leviticus 16:12-17
Fourth Aliyah (On Shabbat, Fifth Aliyah)

And he shall go forth to the altar,

which is before THE HoLy ONE,

and he shall make atonement for it.

And let him take some of the ox’s blood,

and some of the goat’s blood,

and place it on the altar horns around the altar,
sprinkling with the blood upon his fingers
seven times, thus purifying it,

making it holy, from Israel’s uncleanness.

And when he has completed the atonement,
for the Tent of Meeting and the holy place,

he shall dedicate the live goat: o
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Fourth Aliyah (On Shabbat, Fifth Aliyah)
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COMMENTARY. In order to carry out the rituals of purification, Aaron
entered the Tent of Meeting, the most sacred space in the portable
sanctuary. Curiously, all of the dramatic rituals of Yom Kippur were then
carried out in private, rather than in sight of the people, who depended on
Aaron’s efficacy for their own expiation.

However isolated the members of the community might have been from
direct participation, they were nonetheless included in the rituals
transpiring within the Tent of Meeting. The individual acts carried out
by Aaron were not executed for his own sake, but by him on behalf of the
community. What appeared to be a supreme moment of solitude was an
event of the entire people. These rituals derive their meaning from the
intersection of the personal and the public; the solitary act takes on
meaning when carried out in the context of the community. RH.
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Aaron shall place his two hands

on the live goat’s head,

and make confession, for himself,
and for the Israelites’ transgressions,
and for all their wrongs,

and all their sins.

And he shall place them

on the scapegoat’s head,

and he shall send it,

by the hand of an appointed messenger,
into the wilderness.

The goat shall bear upon itself

all of their sins,

into a land cut off from settlement.
Thus shall he send the goat

into the wild.

And Aaron shall come into the Tent of Meeting,
and remove the linen garments he has worn

in his approach into the sanctuary,

and he shall leave them there.

And he shall bathe his flesh with water

in the holy place, and wash his garments,

and go forth and offer up his offering

and those of the people.

He shall make atonement,

for himself and for the people.

Leviticus 16:18-24
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onxvn Yo% oiywomt YRIw* "2/ For the Israelites’ uncleanness and for
their misdeeds. This is for those who entered the sanctuary unclean but
did not know it, for hatot are sins done inadvertently Misdeeds, pesha’im,
involve those who entered the sanctuary knowing they were unclean.
Through the ritual of Yom Kippur, atonement is available to both groups.

Rashi
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Fifth Aliyah (On Shabbat, Sixth Aliyah)

And the fat part of the offering for sins

he shall cast upon the altar-fire as incense.

And the appointed messenger,

who shall convey the goat to Azazel,

shall wash his clothes,

and bathe his flesh with water,

and afterwards, he may re-enter the encampment.
And the cattle offering for sins,

and the goat offering for sins,

whose blood had been brought in

to make atonement for the holy place,

let him convey outside the camp,

and they shall burn their hides,

their flesh parts, and their waste.

The one who burns them shall wash his clothes,
and bathe his flesh with water,

and afterward, he may re-enter the encampment.

And it shall be for you an everlasting statute:

in the seventh month, upon the tenth day of the month,
you shall afflict your souls.

No work shall you perform,

both homeborn and the stranger in your midst,

for on this day atonement shall be made for you,

to make you clean from all of your wrongdoing.

Before THE FOUNT OF LIFE,

you shall be clean.

Leviticus 16:25-30
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Fifth Aliyah (On Shabbat, Sixth Aliyah)
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YM1...025>/ yihabes...verahatz /wash...and bathe. The act of handling the
goat, metaphorically driving Israel’s sins out of the camp, made the
handler unclean. The very act needed to purify the community made the
purifier impure! The necessary tasks of spiritual healing and moral
confrontation purified the community even while they could damage and
even sully the community leader. Just as the handler of the goat must then
seek individual purification, so must contemporary leaders, too, find ways
to heal and purify themselves, if they are to provide long-term morally
vigorous leadership. DAT
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Sixth Aliyah (On Shabbat, Seventh Aliyah)

A Shabbat of Shabbaton—complete cessation—
it shall be for you. You shall afflict your souls.
It is an everlasting statute.

The priest whom one anoints

to serve the priesthood in his father’s place
shall make atonement,

and he shall wash the linen garments,

and the garments of the holy service.

He shall make atonement,

for the sanctuary’s holy place—

and for the Tent of Meeting,

and for the altar, he shall make atonement.
And for the priests,

and for the whole assembly of the people,

he shall make atonement.

And this shall be for you

an everlasting law: to make atonement

for the Israelites from all their sins,

on one day of the year.

And it was done as God commanded Moses.

Continue on page 543.

Leviticus 16:31-34

COMMENTARY. The final sentence of this passage does not say “Moses
did...” but rather “it was done” (literally “one did”)—suggesting that it is
not Moses who is the subject of the sentence but in fact the future
generations of the people Israel, who would carry out this ritual whether
in deed or, later, in memory, through annual public recitation on the Day

of Atonement.

JR.
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Sixth Aliyah (On Shabbat, Seventh Aliyah)
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Continue on page 544.

1AV N2V /shabbat shabbaton. One of the most ancient names for Yom
Kippur is the “sabbath of sabbaths.” Jewish tradition understands Shabbat
to be holier than other holidays of the year and Yom Kippur to be the
holiest of all. On Shabbat we withdraw from labor to enjoy and restore
ourselves. The regulations for Yom Kippur are based in part on those of
Shabbat but are more rigorous in several ways. This emphasizes the
further withdrawal from physical aspects of living and creates a suitable
structure for this most spiritual of days. DAT.
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HATZI KADDISH / SHORT KADDISH

Hatzi Kaddish is recited at the conclusion of the Torah reading from the first scroll. Both
scrolls are placed on the reading table.

Reader: Let God’s name be made great and holy in the world that
was created as God willed. May God complete the holy realm in
your own lifetime, in your days, and in the days of all the house
of Israel, quickly and soon. And say: Amen.

Congregation: May God’s great name be blessed, forever and as long
as worlds endure.

Reader: May it be blessed, and praised, and glorified, and held in
honor, viewed with awe, embellished, and revered; and may the
blessed name of holiness be hailed, though it be higher by far
than all the blessings, songs, praises, and consolations that we
utter in this world. And say: Amen.
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Hatzi Kaddish is recited at the conclusion of the Torah reading from the first scroll. Both
scrolls are placed on the reading table.
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Reader: Yitgadal veyitkadash shemey raba

be’alma divra hirutey veyamlih malhutey
behayeyhon uvyomeyhon uvhayey dehol beyt yisra’el
ba’agala uvizman kariv ve’imru amen.

Congregation: Yehey shemey raba mevarah le’alam
ulalmey almaya.

Reader: Yitbarah veyishtabah veyitpa’ar veyitromam
veyitnasey veyit-hadar veyitaleh veyit-halal

shemey dekudsha berih hu

le’ela le’ela mikol birhata veshirata

tushbehata venehemata da’amiran be’alma ve’imru amen.
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The Torah is lifted, and one of the following is recited:

This is the Torah.
It is a Tree of Life to those who hold fast to it.
Those who uphold it may be counted fortunate!

(o

This is the Torah which Moses placed before the children of

Israel,
by the word of THE ALMIGHTY ONE, and by the hand of Moses.

The second reading takes place here. After that, the second scroll is lifted as indicated above.

COMMENTARY. The 1945 Reconstructionist Prayerbook put “Etz hayim hi/
It is a tree of life” in place of “asher sam mosheh lifney beney yisra’el /which
Moses placed before the children of Israel.” Earlier Reconstructionists
were concerned that it be made clear that while affirming the holiness of
Torah, they did not believe that it was given to Moses at Mount Sinai.
Many current Reconstructionists believe the evolutionary nature of the
Torah to be self-evident and have returned to the traditional line for the
sake of its rich mythic imagery. Both options are included here.  DAT

X7 01 pv /It is a Tree of Life. The book of Genesis tells us that the tree
of life is in the garden of Eden. The Torah is our tree of life; it is our way
back to the garden. D.E.
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The Torah is lifted, and one of the following is recited:
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Vezot hatorah etz hayim hi lamahazikim bah vetomheha
me’ushar.
3 X
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Vezot hatorah asher sam mosheh lifney beney yisra’el al pi
adonay beyad mosheh.

The second reading takes place here. After that, the second scroll is lifted as indicated above.

TURN...7Y /It fortunate! (Proverbs 3:18).
YXI°...nR1 / This...Israel (Deuteronomy 4:44).
nwn...»y /by...Moses (Numbers 9:23).

546 / LIFTING THE TORAH



Some communities that read the traditional Torah reading for Yom Kippur morning prefer
an alternative to the traditional maftir reading, which is also about the sacrifices. The first
aliyah from Nitzavim (Deuteronomy 29:9-11) serves this purpose. See page 531.

MAFTIR TORAH READING FOR YOM KIPPUR

And on the tenth day of the seventh month,
you will have a holy convocation,

and you will afflict your souls.

No work will you perform.

And you will offer a burnt-offering:

a sacrifice of sweet aroma,

one male of cattle oxen,

one ram, and seven lambs,

a year old and unblemished,

you will have,

along with minhah-oftering

of finest flour, mixed with oil,

three tenths of a measure for the bull,

and two tenths for the ram,

and seven tenths apiece for the seven lambs.
A goat kid shall be an offering for sins,
apart from the sin-offering for the atonement,
and the perpetual burnt-offering,

its minhah offering, and its libations.

Numbers 29:7-11

The second Torah scroll is lifted and tied while Vezot Hatorah is recited.
That is followed by the haftarah, page 551.
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MAFTIR TORAH READING FOR YOM KIPPUR

Some communities that read the traditional Torah reading for Yom Kippur morning prefer
an alterative to the traditional maftir reading, which is also about the sacrifices. The first
aliyah from Nitzavim (Deuteronomy 29:9-11) serves this purpose. See page 532.
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The second Torah scroll is lifted and tied while Vezot Hatorah is recited.
That is followed by the haftarah blessing, page 552, and the haftarah, page 570.

COMMENTARY. The maftir presents a command to “afflict your souls” on
Yom Kippur. The word for “afflict” is related to the Hebrew word for
“poverty”—a disease that afflicts the soul of our society We afflict
ourselves today to be reminded of the affliction of others. Empathy ought
to lead to action. The haftarah, which follows, thus stresses the importance
of making this a time to resolve that we will feed the hungry, bring the
homeless to our houses, clothe the naked, and not hide ourselves from our
fellow human beings. S.D.R.

DO'NWDI NX QN IV / ve'initem et nafshoteyhem /You will afflict your souls. The
self-denial practiced on Yom Kippur, for example, by foregoing food and
drink, and avoiding bathing, is all physical self-denial. How should we
understand this text’s suggestion that it is our souls that are meant to be
affected? One way of understanding this is that the soul mirrors the body,
so that there is an inner chastening that comes from the outer action. A
second way to understand the phrase is that the physical forebearances
create a space within which the ritual and liturgical actions of the day can
have a powerful inner impact. The impact here is to simplify and
humble—to rid ourselves of the layers that have built up on us and
prevented us from being fully ourselves. The act of chastening or
purification can thus be understood as an act of renewal. DAT
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The Torah is lifted, and one of the following is recited:

This is the Torah.
It is a Tree of Life to those who hold fast to it.
Those who uphold it may be counted fortunate!

(o

This is the Torah which Moses placed before the children of

Israel,
by the word of THE ALMIGHTY ONE, and by the hand of Moses.

The second reading takes place here. After that, the second scroll is lifted as indicated above.

COMMENTARY. The 1945 Reconstructionist Prayerbook put “Etz hayim hi/
It is a tree of life” in place of “asher sam mosheh lifney beney yisra’el /which
Moses placed before the children of Israel.” Earlier Reconstructionists
were concerned that it be made clear that while affirming the holiness of
Torah, they did not believe that it was given to Moses at Mount Sinai.
Many current Reconstructionists believe the evolutionary nature of the
Torah to be self-evident and have returned to the traditional line for the
sake of its rich mythic imagery. Both options are included here.  DAT

X7 01 pv /It is a Tree of Life. The book of Genesis tells us that the tree
of life is in the garden of Eden. The Torah is our tree of life; it is our way
back to the garden. D.E.
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The Torah is lifted, and one of the following is recited:
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Vezot hatorah etz hayim hi lamahazikim bah vetomheha
me’ushar.
3 X
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Vezot hatorah asher sam mosheh lifney beney yisra’el al pi
adonay beyad mosheh.

The second reading takes place here. After that, the second scroll is lifted as indicated above.

TURN...7Y /It fortunate! (Proverbs 3:18).
YXI°...nR1 / This...Israel (Deuteronomy 4:44).
nwn...»y /by...Moses (Numbers 9:23).
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BIRKAT HAFTARAH / HAFTARAH BLESSING

Blessed are you, ETERNAL ONE, our God, the sovereign of all
worlds, who has called upon the righteous prophets and desired
their words, spoken in truth. Blessed are you, Wise ONE, who
takes pleasure in the Torah, and in Moses, servant of God, and in
the prophets of truth and justice.

On the first day of Rosh Hashanah, continue below. On the second day continue on page
563. On Yom Kippur, continue on page 569.

HAFTARAH FOR THE FIRST DAY OF
ROSH HASHANAH

There was a certain man from Ramatayim-Tzofim
amid the mountains of Ephraim,

and his name was Elkanah the son of Yeroham,

who was the son of Eliahu, who was the son of Tohu,
who was the son of Tzuf, an Ephratite.

He had two wives: the first one’s name was Hannah;
the second one was called Peninah.

And Peninah had two sons; but Hannah had no sons.

That man would go up from his town,

from time to time, to worship and to offer sacrifice

to THE CREATOR of the Multitudes of Heaven, at Shiloh.
There, were Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Pinhas,

priests to THE ETERNAL ONE. And on that occasion,
Elkanah would offer sacrifice, and give gifts

to Peninah, and to all his sons and daughters.

But to Hannah he would give a double portion,

for he loved Hannah, though GoD had closed her womb.
Her rival used to taunt her and provoke her

for the sake of causing her distress

about the fact that Gop had closed her womb. o
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On the first day of Rosh Hashanah, continue below. On the second day continue on page
564. On Yom Kippur, continue on page 570.

Ren

2K 1hyn oo e DRy DRYT MWK WK
oW D793 A 15Y NYeK PV IR RATORTTR DO
X IO DU s T N nuwn own o hok
MORYE? M | DRm yp Kk Wk o conry
O Man By WY DY) Tpwa NiRyy My mare)
PR TNR7 14N MRPK AM oW [ mm? onnd
"MK D DIBK NOK T I TETA nin i 737
P2 OYITDI MY ARDYRY AR RO M 2R

— FIRITY R T RPTR MRy

COMMENTARY. This haftarah describes a would-be mother’s pain leading to
the miraculous birth of Samuel—though is not every birth miraculous?
The parallel between the birth of Isaac in the traditional Torah portion and
the birth of Samuel in the haftarah is an obvious one. Perhaps less obvious
is the implication that each individual life has a place in the divine plan.
On this holy day the haftarah challenges us to discover our own calling.
DAT.
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HAFTARAH FOR YOM KIPPUR MORNING

And God has said: Prepare, prepare

the road—yes, clear a thoroughfare,

remove the stumbling block

from my people’s way!

For thus says God, lofty and revered

who dwells forever, and whose name is holy:
Exalted and holy shall I dwell among you!
As for the downtrodden and destitute,

I shall revive the spirit of the lowly,

and the heart of the depressed I shall restore.
Indeed, not for all time shall I be quarrelsome,
not for eternity shall I seethe with rage,

but from me shall my spirit drip like dew.

I shall create the breath of life.

For my people’s sinful deed I was enraged,

I struck them, and I turned away in wrath,
and they, for their part, pursued foolish ways.
But I have seen their folly, and shall heal them.
I shall guide them, and console them,

and for the mourners in their midst,

I shall create comforting words

—Shalom, shalom, to far and near!—

and I shall heal them.

But the wicked are like a troubled sea,

they cannot be at peace,

their waters stir with mire and mud.

There is no peace for them, says God,

none for the wicked.

Cry from the throat, do not relent,
raise up your voices like a shofar,
tell my people their transgression,

the house of Jacob, their mistakes.
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COMMENTARY. This haftarah criticizes those who believe that fasting and
prayer alone can bring about true atonement. For Isaiah, ritual action
without moral action is not meaningful. Ritual acts and conduct
supporting social justice become constant parts of our lives only when
they reinforce each other through the way each is allowed to interpret and
enhance the other. MBK

COMMENTARY. The choice of this haftarah, which emphasizes the ease with
which the ritual and the moral can be unhooked from each other, reflects
the fact that carefully observing Yom Kippur and then returning to
everyday affairs with unaltered conduct was an ancient problem just as it is
a modern one. Ultimately, each of us can only answer for ourselves the
question, “How much will I change this year?” Do I really want the ritual
of this day to have a transformative effect on my life? 1 have today to
contemplate that question. This is preparation for the challenge beginning
tomorrow. DAT.
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For they seek me out, day by day,

they yearn for knowledge of my way.

Like a people righteous in their deeds,

who have not left behind the justice of their God,
they ask of me the laws of righteousness,

they yearn for nearness to their God.

“Why, when we fasted, did you not see it?

Our souls we have afflicted, do you not know?”
Behold, while you are fasting, you engage in business,
and your workers you continue to oppress!

Behold, you fast in strife and quarrelling,

and with a meanly clenched fist you strike.

Today, you do not fast in such a way

as to make your voice heard on high.

Is this the kind of fast I delight in?

A fast merely to deprive one’s body?

Is it bowing the head like the willows,

or reclining in sackcloth and ash?

Do you call that a fast,

a day in which THE Hory ONE delights?

Is not the fast that I desire

the unlocking of the chains of wickedness,

the loosening of exploitation,

the freeing of all those oppressed,

the breaking of the yoke of servitude?

Is it not the sharing of your bread with those who starve,
the bringing of the wretched poor into your house,
or clothing someone you see who is naked,

and not hiding from your kin in their need?

Then shall your light burst forth like the dawn,

your waters of healing soon flourish again,

your righteousness will travel before you,

and the glory of THE ALMIGHTY will encompass you.
Then will you call and THE ETERNAL ONE will answer,
you will cry out, and God will respond: Here am I!
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COMMENTARY. This haftarah poses the question of what it will take to
create a world transformed. Its answer posits a society governed justly,
interpersonal relationships characterized by caring, and religious life that
points us toward ultimate meaning. Isaiah suggests that if we achieve all
this, God will intervene to bring a society transformed. But if we achieve
all this, society will have already been transformed. DAT.

COMMENTARY. The haftarah is linked to the Torah reading in a daring way.
The prophet Yeshayahu / Isaiah questions the value of fasting while we
pursue business as usual. It is thus a critique of religious hypocrisy, and it
remains to this day a challenge for the Jewish community in our effort to
link ethics with ritual practice. SDR
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If you banish oppression from your midst,
the menacing hand and tainted speech,

if you give of yourself to the hungry,
fulfilling the needs of the poor—

then shall your light shine in darkness,

and your darkness shall be like the noon.
THE RIGHTEOUS ONE will guide you always,
will satisfy your thirst in desert wastes,

will give your bones new life,

and you’ll be like a well-watered garden,
like a spring whose waters do not fail.

And those among you will rebuild ancient ruins,
foundations long dormant you’ll restore.
You shall be called the repairer of bridges,
the restorer of settlement roads.

If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath,

from doing your business on my holy day,

if you call the Sabbath your delight,

and honor THE CREATOR’s holy day,

then shall you take pleasure in GOD EVERLASTING,
and I shall convey you on high,

and feed you with Jacob’s inheritance—

for the mouth of THE ETERNAL ONE has spoken!

Isaiah 57:14-58:14

YOM KIPPUR MORNING / 573



Y77 PEDY STIRTIET VAYK MW Moin J3inn Ton-ox
{DTT¥D INZHKY K QW2 MO yawn My wan qvn
Y700 TOnYy) 9 hinynya yawm Ton o
A WP TRM NEITKY WK OM K¥iny Ty P2 him
Y12 B 37 X3P opipn M mein obiv nixg
T¥E0 Niy 9237 hawn 1wntox :nawy nin) aten
IRT20) TR M Wit A ndwh nxip) wp oha
MOV Jynn TR 7 3T Y50 Kiven 377 nivyn
'8 72 K Apyr M2m PAZIKM YK Mgty pam

737 MM

574 / HAFTARAH: ISAIAH



CONCLUDING HAFTARAH BLESSINGS

After the haftarah is chanted, the following blessings are said:

Blessed are you ETERNAL ONE, our God, the sovereign of all
worlds, the rock of all the worlds, the righteous one throughout
all generations, the faithful God, whose word is deed, who speaks
and fulfills, whose words are truth and justice.

Faithful are you, ETERNAL ONE, our God, and faithful are your
words; not a single word of yours is unfulfilled, for you are a
sovereign God, faithful and merciful. Blessed are you, ETERNAL
ONE, the God faithful in all your words.

Be merciful to Zion, which is the house of life to us, and be a
help to Israel, your people, soon and in our days. Blessed are
you, ETERNAL ONE, who gives joy to Zion through her children.

Give us joy, ETERNAL ONE, our God, in Elijah, your prophet and
your servant. Soon may redemption come and give joy to our
hearts. May God turn the hearts of the parents to their children,
and the hearts of the children to their parents. And may your
house be called a house of prayer for all peoples. Blessed are
you, ETERNAL ONE, who brings an everlasting peace. o

YOI PRI 0¥/ be a help to Israel your people. The traditional phrase
here, aluvat nefesh / cast-down soul, reflected the Jewish people’s exile from
their land. With the establishment of the State of Israel, we are no longer
“cast down.” This fundamental change in Jewish life is reflected in the
revised language here. DAT
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After the haftarah is chanted, the following blessings are said:
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COMMENTARY. Most liturgists agree that the practice of reciting a haftarah,
generally a selection from the prophets, probably developed during a time
when public reading of the Torah was banned. A selection roughly
paralleling a major theme from the week’s Torah portion was therefore
selected. When public reading of the Torah became possible again, the
popular custom of chanting the haftarah continued. The haftarah is usually
chanted, utilizing a trope or cantillation system that has numerous
variations. In modern times the bar/bat mitzvah has often taken on this
responsibility as a sign of committed membership in the adult community.

DAT.

COMMENTARY. This version of the haftarah blessing eliminates the Davidic
references and the hopes for a literal messiah that they invoke. In their
place are Malachi 3:24 and a slightly altered version of Isaiah 56:7. Here
Elijah is pictured coming to herald messianic days by uniting families,
communities, and peoples through mutal understanding. DAT
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On Rosh Hashanah, continue here:

For the Torah and for worship, and for the prophets (and for
this day of Shabbat), and for this Day of Remembrance which
you have given us, ETERNAL ONE, our God, (for holiness and
for rest,) for happiness and joy, for honor and for splendor—for
everything, WISE ONE, our God, we offer thanks to you and
bless you. May your name be blessed continually by every living
being, forever and eternally, for you are a God of truth, and your
word is truthful and endures forever. Blessed are you, ETERNAL
ONE, source of the holiness of (Shabbat,) the people Israel and
the Day of Remembrance.

On Yom Kippur, continue here:

For the Torah, and for worship, for the prophets (and for this
day of Shabbat), and for this Day of Atonement, which you have
given us, ABUNDANT ONE, our God, for holiness and for rest,
for pardon, for forgiveness, and for atonement, for honor and for
splendor—for everything, Wise ONE, our God, we offer thanks
to you, and bless you. May your name be blessed continually by
every living being, forever and eternally. Your word is truth, and
stands forever. Blessed are you, ETERNAL ONE, the sovereign of
mercy and forgiveness for our wrongdoing, and for that of all
your people, the House of Israel, you who make our guilt to pass
away year after year—the sovereign over all the earth, source of
the holiness of (Shabbat,) Israel and the Day of Atonement.

The service continues with the Prayer for the Country, page 579; Prayer for the State of
Israel, page 581; or Prayers for Peace, pages 583 and 584. On Rosh Hashanah the Shofar
service follows, page 585. On Yom Kippur, continue with Ashrey, page 593, or Retumning
the Torah to the Ark, page 597.
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On Rosh Hashanah, continue here:
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On Yom Kippur, continue here:
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The service continues with the Prayer for the Country, page 580; Prayer for the State of
Israel, page 582; or Prayers for Peace, pages 583 and 584. On Rosh Hashanah the Shofar

service follows, page 585. On Yom Kippur, continue with Ashrey, page 594, or Returning
the Torah to the Ark, page 598.

578 / BIRHOT HAFTARAH/HAFTARAH BLESSINGS





