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NITZAVIM: ALTERNATIVE YOM KIPPUR
TORAH READING

This Torah reading can be used as an alternative reading for Yom Kippur moming or
aftemoon. The first aliyah can also be used as the maftir reading. This Torah reading
serves as an alternative because it vividly conveys that on this day we stand to be judged,
and we seek to renew our covenantal commitment.

First Aliyah

You stand here, all of you, today,
before THE FOUNT OF LIFE, your God—
your leaders and your tribes,
your elders, your officials,
every person of the people Israel,
your children and your spouses,
and the stranger in your midst where you encamp,
those who cut wood, those who draw water—
all of you, prepared to enter into covenant
with THE ETERNAL ONE, your God, into the oath
that THE ETERNAL ONE, your God, concludes
with you today.
Deuteronomy 29:9-11

Second Aliyah

And God will raise you up

to be a people dedicated to divinity,

and God, in turn, shall pledge

to be your God, as God has promised you,

according to the oath God made with your ancestors,

with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.

Not with you alone do I now make this covenant and oath,
but, in addition to whoever stands with us today

before THE FOUNT OF LIFE, our God,

all those who are not here with us today.
Deuteronomy 29:12-14
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ALTERNATIVE YOM KIPPUR D°2%) hYIB
TORAH READING

This Torah reading can be used as an alternative reading for Yom Kippur morning or
afternoon. The first aliyah can also be used as the maftir reading, This Torah reading
serves as an altemative because it vividly conveys that on this day we stand to be judged,
and we seek to renew our covenantal commitment.

First Aliyah
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Second Aliyah
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COMMENTARY. Who owns Torah? This Torah portion proclaims that it is
not just the learners, scholars and officials. It is everyone—the young and
the old, the water haulers and the elders, men, women and children. Each
of us stands before God, shares a responsibility for the covenant, teaches
its importance through our own actions. DAT

COMMENTARY. If it is people’s task to make God manifest in the world,
then our failure to do so will result in God’s hiddenness. When we pass
down the covenant, a torch of divine light linking the generations, we
connect the next generation to Sinai by virtue of this shared enlight-
enment. Thus we can all stand at Sinai; we can all make God present in
the world. DAT.
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Third Aliyah (For Minhah, Second Aliyah)

For you have known how we have dwelt

inside the land of Egypt, how we traveled

through the nations in whose midst you passed.
And you have seen their futile forms of worship
and their idols—fetishes of wood and stone,

of silver and of gold, which they cherished as their own.
Perhaps among you there are some—

a man, a woman, or a family, or a tribe—

whose heart still yearns to turn away

from THE ETERNAL ONE, our God,

who yearns to go and worship as those nations do.
Or perhaps among you there is still

the root of poison weed or wormwood.

And should they hear these solemn words of promise,
and should think themselves more fortunate

in claiming: “It is better I should go

according to the prompting of my heart

for better or for worse, whatever the result”—

then THE ALMIGHTY ONE shall not forgive.

But rather, then God’s anger will be kindled,

and all the punishments recorded in this scroll

shall fall upon them, and their names shall be erased
from heaven’s book.

And THE ALMIGHTY ONE shall mark them for misfortune
from among all Israel’s tribes, according to the oaths

of covenant recorded in this scroll.

And a later generation from among your children

who will rise up after you, and the stranger

who will come from a remote land and behold

the afflictions and diseases of your land,

which GOD will cause to come upon it— -
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Third Aliyah (For Minhah, Second Aliyah)
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COMMENTARY. How should we understand blessings and curses if we
reject a God who keeps score and rewards and punishes? The rewards
that flow from living in a just, compassionate, and productive community
are both material and spiritual in nature. The inner rewards that come
from a life of spiritual discipline and moral engagement are not easily
measured because they are not translatable into dollars or other material
rewards, but they are at least as real. And the curses? We know all too
much about the physical horrors and spiritual disasters we are capable of
visiting upon each other. Regardless of our theologies, we still live daily
with the possibility of blessings and curses. It is still up to us to choose
life. DAT
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a land ablaze with salt and sulphur,

where no seed can dwell, no plant can sprout,

no grass can grow, like the upheaval

of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Tzevoyim,

which THE ALMIGHTY ONE had overturned

in anger and in fury—all the nations

then will ask: “Why has God done this

to the land? Why this great fury of God’s anger?”

And they shall be told: “Because they have forsaken

the covenant of THE ETERNAL ONE, God of their ancestors,
which God had sworn with them when they were brought forth
from the land of Egypt.” For they have gone and worshipped
other powers, have bowed to things they never knew,

which they were never meant to serve.

GoD’s anger has been kindled at their land,

to bring upon them all the curses written in this scroll.

And THE ALMIGHTY has uprooted them from where they dwell,
with anger, and with terror and great wrath,

and cast them out to other lands this very day.

The hidden things are for THE Hory ONE, our God,
but those that are revealed are ours to do,
and for our children, to eternity,

in order that this Torah shall be carried out.
Deuteronomy 29:15-28
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NOTE. It is customary to read this lengthy list of curses (Deuteronomy
29:19-27) at a high speed and in a soft voice because the curses were
considered almost too horrible to contemplate.

COMMENTARY. An interpretation from Midrash Tanhumah asks why the
section of blessings (Deuteronomy 30:1-10) is attached to the long list of
curses that precedes it. The midrash imagines that when the Israelites heard
these curses, their faces began to turn green, and they said, “Who can
stand up before all of these curses?” Moses comforted them saying, “You
are standing here today! Although you have greatly angered God in the
past, God did not destroy you. You still exist before God.” Rashi

COMMENTARY. Rashi, an eleventh century French commentator, teaches
that 712NN/ vehitbareh, the reflexive verb for blessing oneself (Deuteronomy
29:18), means that one should offer a blessing of peace in one’s heart. I
should believe that the curses of others will not affect me, that I shall have
peace. The verb is reflexive because we bless ourselves. MBK

COMMENTARY. Nahmanides, a fourteenth century commentator, explains
that the hidden things belong to God because the community cannot be
blamed for what an individual does secretly. The community must take
responsibility for public acts that are publicly known. Acts done in secrecy
are not the public’s affair—they are between the individual and God.
DAT./MBK
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Fourth Aliyah (For Minhah, Third Aliyah)

When all these things have come upon you,
both the blessing and the curse
that I have placed before you,
you shall take to heart what I have said,
when you are dwelling among all the nations
where THE ALMIGHTY ONE, your God has driven you—
then shall you return to THE ALL-MERCIFUL, your God,
and listen to God’s voice,
fulfilling all that I have commanded you today,
you and your children,
with all your heart, and with all your soul.
Then THE ETERNAL ONE, your God,
will restore you from captivity
and love you, gathering you again from all the nations
where THE ALMIGHTY ONE, your God, has scattered you.
Even if GOD scattered you to the ends of the horizon,
THE ALL-MERCIFUL, your God, will gather you from there
and bring you back. And THE REDEEMING ONE, your God,
will bring you to the land your ancestors inherited,
and you shall have possession of it once again,
and God will bring good fortune on you,
making you more numerous than your ancestors.
And THE REDEEMING ONE, your God, will open up your hearts,
yours and your children’s, to love THE BOUNTIFUL, your God,
with all your heart and all your soul,
that you may live.
Deuteronomy 30:1-6

Minhah Torah reading concludes here.

COMMENTARY. N1N07 / hanistarot/ The hidden things. People should not
be suspicious or assume wrongdoing by their neighbor without evidence.
Acts not publicly known are between God and the individual, not between
people. Rashi
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Fourth Aliyah (For Minhah, Third Aliyah)
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Minhah Torah reading concludes here

COMMENTARY. In the thirtieth chapter of Deuteronomy, we are given a
glimpse of the dance of teshuvah. The text reads: *...then shall you return
to THE ALL-MERCIFUL, your God, and listen to God's voice” (verse 2).
Thus the first step is taken by us. “Then THE ETERNAL ONE, your God,
will restore you from captivity and love you” (verse 3).” Once we have
taken the initial step, we find God turning to meet us with compassion.
“God will return rejoicing.” RH.

COMMENTARY. “The hidden things are for THE HoLy ONE, our God, but
those that are revealed are ours to do, and for our children, to eternity.”
This Hebrew text is marked with dots to emphasize that Torah is a human
possession. Nonetheless, no matter how learned and knowledgeable we
are, our understanding of our world remains profoundly limited. We are
responsible for ethical living and teaching based on the limited amount we
know. We need to acquire moral courage to cope with our inevitable
uncertainty. The hidden things are God’s. We live with that which is
revealed; we seek trust in God for the strength to acknowledge what
remains hidden from us. DAT.

NoTE. The verse 722%...17° Y21/ open up your heart, literally circumcise
your heart (30:6) provides a central theme of the piyut found on page 805.
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Fifth Aliyah

And THE ALMIGHTY ONE, your God, shall cast

all of the curses mentioned here upon your enemies,

on those who hate you and have persecuted you,

and you shall come to listen once again

to the voice of THE ETERNAL,

doing what God asks of you, as I command you here today.
THE BOUNTIFUL, your God, will grant abundance

for the labor of your hands

and for the fruit of your womb,

and for the offspring of your cattle

and the produce of your land.

It will go well with you,

for truly, THE REDEEMING ONE will once again rejoice

in your well-being, just as THE ETERNAL ONE

had taken joy in your ancestors,

for you shall listen to the voice

of THE ALL-MERCIFUL, your God,

to keep the mitzvot and laws recorded in this scroll of Torah.
Yes, you shall return to THE ETERNAL ONE, your God,

with all your heart and all your soul. Deuteronomy 30:7-10

(On Shabbat morning, Sixth Aliyah)

For this mitzvah, which I enjoin on you today,

is not too puzzling for you, nor too remote.

It is not something high up in the heavens,

so that you might say:

“Who shall go up to the sky for us, and bring it to us

and make it understandable to us?—then we might do it!”

It is not beyond the ocean, so that you might say:

“Who shall cross the ocean for us, and bring it to us,

and enable us to hear it—then we might do it!”

But rather it is very close to you,

upon your mouth and in your heart—it can be done!
Deuteronomy 30:11-14
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Fifth Aliyah
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(On Shabbat morning, Sixth Aliyah)
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Qw2 R /lo bashamayim/not something high up in the heavens. If Torah
were in heaven, humans could not engage in study in this world.  Rashi
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Sixth Aliyah (On Shabbat morning, Seventh Aliyah)

Behold, I set in front of you today

both life and good, both death and evil.

I ask of you today to love THE FOUNT OF LIFE, your God,
walk in God’s ways, and keep what God commands,
God’s statutes and God’s justice—

that you may live and multiply,

and THE ETERNAL ONE your God will bless you

in the Land that you are coming to inherit.

But if your heart should turn away,

and fail to hear, and be misled,

and if you bow to other powers

and become enslaved to them,

I tell you now that you shall surely perish,

and shall not prolong your days upon the Land

that you are now about to cross the Jordan to possess.
I call as witnesses for you today

the heavens and the earth:

both life and death I place before you now,

both blessing and a curse.

Choose life, that you may live,

you and the seed of life within you,

loving THE FOUNT OF LIFE, your God,

hearing God’s voice, and clinging to divinity.

For that is your life, your length of days—

to dwell upon the ground that THE ETERNAL ONE
has promised to your ancestors,

to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob,

to give to them.

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

YOM KIPPUR / 541



Sixth Aliyah (On Shabbat moming, Seventh Aliyah)
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COMMENTARY. Often Torah is dismissed as abstruse, inaccessible and
other-worldly learning. Dismissing it in this way allows a convenient
avoidance of the powerful messages it offers for our daily lives. As if in
response, this passage proclaims the simplicity of the Torah’s message:
Love God, walk a godly path, seek to do what is required of you. Making a
commitment to follow this simple message can become a source of
teaching about how to make Torah study more accessible. If we treat Torah
as our own, its paths become the intimate byways of our lives. What at a
distance seems so obscure grows clear as we draw near to it. DAT

COMMENTARY. The terms PIRY 2°DW /shamayim va’aretz /heaven and earth
are a biblical literary pairing. These terms when used together do not refer
to two specific places, but rather define the boundaries of the witnesses.
Everything in the universe bears witness in this new covenant. The
cosmos from top to bottom is in the zone of the covenant. MBK

COMMENTARY. The mythic structure here makes heaven and earth the
witnesses to God’s judgment in the trial of the Jewish people. The
covenantal violation before this court casts the people in the role of actor
and God in the role of the aggrieved party. It is in this court-like context
that we are told that all will be forgiven if we choose life—caring,
commitment, love and fidelity, lives lived with God in mind. Heaven and

earth are only witnesses. We are the ones with the power to choose.
DAT.
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HATZI KADDISH / SHORT KADDISH

Hatzi Kaddish is recited at the conclusion of the Torah reading from the first scroll. Both
scrolls are placed on the reading table.

Reader: Let God’s name be made great and holy in the world that
was created as God willed. May God complete the holy realm in
your own lifetime, in your days, and in the days of all the house
of Israel, quickly and soon. And say: Amen.

Congregation: May God’s great name be blessed, forever and as long
as worlds endure.

Reader: May it be blessed, and praised, and glorified, and held in
honor, viewed with awe, embellished, and revered; and may the
blessed name of holiness be hailed, though it be higher by far
than all the blessings, songs, praises, and consolations that we
utter in this world. And say: Amen.
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8178 11

Hatzi Kaddish is recited at the conclusion of the Torah reading from the first scroll. Both
scrolls are placed on the reading table.
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Reader: Yitgadal veyitkadash shemey raba

be’alma divra hirutey veyamlih malhutey
behayeyhon uvyomeyhon uvhayey dehol beyt yisra’el
ba’agala uvizman kariv ve’imru amen.

Congregation: Yehey shemey raba mevarah le’alam
ulalmey almaya.

Reader: Yitbarah veyishtabah veyitpa’ar veyitromam
veyitnasey veyit-hadar veyitaleh veyit-halal

shemey dekudsha berih hu

le’ela le’ela mikol birhata veshirata

tushbehata venehemata da’amiran be’alma ve’imru amen.
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The Torah is lifted, and one of the following is recited:

This is the Torah.
It is a Tree of Life to those who hold fast to it.
Those who uphold it may be counted fortunate!

(o

This is the Torah which Moses placed before the children of

Israel,
by the word of THE ALMIGHTY ONE, and by the hand of Moses.

The second reading takes place here. After that, the second scroll is lifted as indicated above.

COMMENTARY. The 1945 Reconstructionist Prayerbook put “Etz hayim hi/
It is a tree of life” in place of “asher sam mosheh lifney beney yisra’el /which
Moses placed before the children of Israel.” Earlier Reconstructionists
were concerned that it be made clear that while affirming the holiness of
Torah, they did not believe that it was given to Moses at Mount Sinai.
Many current Reconstructionists believe the evolutionary nature of the
Torah to be self-evident and have returned to the traditional line for the
sake of its rich mythic imagery. Both options are included here.  DAT

X7 01 pv /It is a Tree of Life. The book of Genesis tells us that the tree
of life is in the garden of Eden. The Torah is our tree of life; it is our way
back to the garden. D.E.
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The Torah is lifted, and one of the following is recited:
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Vezot hatorah etz hayim hi lamahazikim bah vetomheha
me’ushar.
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Vezot hatorah asher sam mosheh lifney beney yisra’el al pi
adonay beyad mosheh.

The second reading takes place here. After that, the second scroll is lifted as indicated above.

TURN...7Y /It fortunate! (Proverbs 3:18).
YXI°...nR1 / This...Israel (Deuteronomy 4:44).
nwn...»y /by...Moses (Numbers 9:23).
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Some communities that read the traditional Torah reading for Yom Kippur morning prefer
an alternative to the traditional maftir reading, which is also about the sacrifices. The first
aliyah from Nitzavim (Deuteronomy 29:9-11) serves this purpose. See page 531.

MAFTIR TORAH READING FOR YOM KIPPUR

And on the tenth day of the seventh month,
you will have a holy convocation,

and you will afflict your souls.

No work will you perform.

And you will offer a burnt-offering:

a sacrifice of sweet aroma,

one male of cattle oxen,

one ram, and seven lambs,

a year old and unblemished,

you will have,

along with minhah-oftering

of finest flour, mixed with oil,

three tenths of a measure for the bull,

and two tenths for the ram,

and seven tenths apiece for the seven lambs.
A goat kid shall be an offering for sins,
apart from the sin-offering for the atonement,
and the perpetual burnt-offering,

its minhah offering, and its libations.

Numbers 29:7-11

The second Torah scroll is lifted and tied while Vezot Hatorah is recited.
That is followed by the haftarah, page 551.
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MAFTIR TORAH READING FOR YOM KIPPUR

Some communities that read the traditional Torah reading for Yom Kippur morning prefer
an alterative to the traditional maftir reading, which is also about the sacrifices. The first
aliyah from Nitzavim (Deuteronomy 29:9-11) serves this purpose. See page 532.
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The second Torah scroll is lifted and tied while Vezot Hatorah is recited.
That is followed by the haftarah blessing, page 552, and the haftarah, page 570.

COMMENTARY. The maftir presents a command to “afflict your souls” on
Yom Kippur. The word for “afflict” is related to the Hebrew word for
“poverty”—a disease that afflicts the soul of our society We afflict
ourselves today to be reminded of the affliction of others. Empathy ought
to lead to action. The haftarah, which follows, thus stresses the importance
of making this a time to resolve that we will feed the hungry, bring the
homeless to our houses, clothe the naked, and not hide ourselves from our
fellow human beings. S.D.R.

DO'NWDI NX QN IV / ve'initem et nafshoteyhem /You will afflict your souls. The
self-denial practiced on Yom Kippur, for example, by foregoing food and
drink, and avoiding bathing, is all physical self-denial. How should we
understand this text’s suggestion that it is our souls that are meant to be
affected? One way of understanding this is that the soul mirrors the body,
so that there is an inner chastening that comes from the outer action. A
second way to understand the phrase is that the physical forebearances
create a space within which the ritual and liturgical actions of the day can
have a powerful inner impact. The impact here is to simplify and
humble—to rid ourselves of the layers that have built up on us and
prevented us from being fully ourselves. The act of chastening or
purification can thus be understood as an act of renewal. DAT
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The Torah is lifted, and one of the following is recited:

This is the Torah.
It is a Tree of Life to those who hold fast to it.
Those who uphold it may be counted fortunate!

(o

This is the Torah which Moses placed before the children of

Israel,
by the word of THE ALMIGHTY ONE, and by the hand of Moses.

The second reading takes place here. After that, the second scroll is lifted as indicated above.

COMMENTARY. The 1945 Reconstructionist Prayerbook put “Etz hayim hi/
It is a tree of life” in place of “asher sam mosheh lifney beney yisra’el /which
Moses placed before the children of Israel.” Earlier Reconstructionists
were concerned that it be made clear that while affirming the holiness of
Torah, they did not believe that it was given to Moses at Mount Sinai.
Many current Reconstructionists believe the evolutionary nature of the
Torah to be self-evident and have returned to the traditional line for the
sake of its rich mythic imagery. Both options are included here.  DAT

X7 01 pv /It is a Tree of Life. The book of Genesis tells us that the tree
of life is in the garden of Eden. The Torah is our tree of life; it is our way
back to the garden. D.E.
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The Torah is lifted, and one of the following is recited:
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Vezot hatorah etz hayim hi lamahazikim bah vetomheha
me’ushar.
3 X
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Shia

Vezot hatorah asher sam mosheh lifney beney yisra’el al pi
adonay beyad mosheh.

The second reading takes place here. After that, the second scroll is lifted as indicated above.

TURN...7Y /It fortunate! (Proverbs 3:18).
YXI°...nR1 / This...Israel (Deuteronomy 4:44).
nwn...»y /by...Moses (Numbers 9:23).
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BIRKAT HAFTARAH / HAFTARAH BLESSING

Blessed are you, ETERNAL ONE, our God, the sovereign of all
worlds, who has called upon the righteous prophets and desired
their words, spoken in truth. Blessed are you, Wise ONE, who
takes pleasure in the Torah, and in Moses, servant of God, and in
the prophets of truth and justice.

On the first day of Rosh Hashanah, continue below. On the second day continue on page
563. On Yom Kippur, continue on page 569.

HAFTARAH FOR THE FIRST DAY OF
ROSH HASHANAH

There was a certain man from Ramatayim-Tzofim
amid the mountains of Ephraim,

and his name was Elkanah the son of Yeroham,

who was the son of Eliahu, who was the son of Tohu,
who was the son of Tzuf, an Ephratite.

He had two wives: the first one’s name was Hannah;
the second one was called Peninah.

And Peninah had two sons; but Hannah had no sons.

That man would go up from his town,

from time to time, to worship and to offer sacrifice

to THE CREATOR of the Multitudes of Heaven, at Shiloh.
There, were Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Pinhas,

priests to THE ETERNAL ONE. And on that occasion,
Elkanah would offer sacrifice, and give gifts

to Peninah, and to all his sons and daughters.

But to Hannah he would give a double portion,

for he loved Hannah, though GoD had closed her womb.
Her rival used to taunt her and provoke her

for the sake of causing her distress

about the fact that Gop had closed her womb. o
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On the first day of Rosh Hashanah, continue below. On the second day continue on page
564. On Yom Kippur, continue on page 570.
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COMMENTARY. This haftarah describes a would-be mother’s pain leading to
the miraculous birth of Samuel—though is not every birth miraculous?
The parallel between the birth of Isaac in the traditional Torah portion and
the birth of Samuel in the haftarah is an obvious one. Perhaps less obvious
is the implication that each individual life has a place in the divine plan.
On this holy day the haftarah challenges us to discover our own calling.
DAT.
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HAFTARAH FOR YOM KIPPUR MORNING

And God has said: Prepare, prepare

the road—yes, clear a thoroughfare,

remove the stumbling block

from my people’s way!

For thus says God, lofty and revered

who dwells forever, and whose name is holy:
Exalted and holy shall I dwell among you!
As for the downtrodden and destitute,

I shall revive the spirit of the lowly,

and the heart of the depressed I shall restore.
Indeed, not for all time shall I be quarrelsome,
not for eternity shall I seethe with rage,

but from me shall my spirit drip like dew.

I shall create the breath of life.

For my people’s sinful deed I was enraged,

I struck them, and I turned away in wrath,
and they, for their part, pursued foolish ways.
But I have seen their folly, and shall heal them.
I shall guide them, and console them,

and for the mourners in their midst,

I shall create comforting words

—Shalom, shalom, to far and near!—

and I shall heal them.

But the wicked are like a troubled sea,

they cannot be at peace,

their waters stir with mire and mud.

There is no peace for them, says God,

none for the wicked.

Cry from the throat, do not relent,
raise up your voices like a shofar,
tell my people their transgression,

the house of Jacob, their mistakes.
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COMMENTARY. This haftarah criticizes those who believe that fasting and
prayer alone can bring about true atonement. For Isaiah, ritual action
without moral action is not meaningful. Ritual acts and conduct
supporting social justice become constant parts of our lives only when
they reinforce each other through the way each is allowed to interpret and
enhance the other. MBK

COMMENTARY. The choice of this haftarah, which emphasizes the ease with
which the ritual and the moral can be unhooked from each other, reflects
the fact that carefully observing Yom Kippur and then returning to
everyday affairs with unaltered conduct was an ancient problem just as it is
a modern one. Ultimately, each of us can only answer for ourselves the
question, “How much will I change this year?” Do I really want the ritual
of this day to have a transformative effect on my life? 1 have today to
contemplate that question. This is preparation for the challenge beginning
tomorrow. DAT.
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For they seek me out, day by day,

they yearn for knowledge of my way.

Like a people righteous in their deeds,

who have not left behind the justice of their God,
they ask of me the laws of righteousness,

they yearn for nearness to their God.

“Why, when we fasted, did you not see it?

Our souls we have afflicted, do you not know?”
Behold, while you are fasting, you engage in business,
and your workers you continue to oppress!

Behold, you fast in strife and quarrelling,

and with a meanly clenched fist you strike.

Today, you do not fast in such a way

as to make your voice heard on high.

Is this the kind of fast I delight in?

A fast merely to deprive one’s body?

Is it bowing the head like the willows,

or reclining in sackcloth and ash?

Do you call that a fast,

a day in which THE Hory ONE delights?

Is not the fast that I desire

the unlocking of the chains of wickedness,

the loosening of exploitation,

the freeing of all those oppressed,

the breaking of the yoke of servitude?

Is it not the sharing of your bread with those who starve,
the bringing of the wretched poor into your house,
or clothing someone you see who is naked,

and not hiding from your kin in their need?

Then shall your light burst forth like the dawn,

your waters of healing soon flourish again,

your righteousness will travel before you,

and the glory of THE ALMIGHTY will encompass you.
Then will you call and THE ETERNAL ONE will answer,
you will cry out, and God will respond: Here am I!
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COMMENTARY. This haftarah poses the question of what it will take to
create a world transformed. Its answer posits a society governed justly,
interpersonal relationships characterized by caring, and religious life that
points us toward ultimate meaning. Isaiah suggests that if we achieve all
this, God will intervene to bring a society transformed. But if we achieve
all this, society will have already been transformed. DAT.

COMMENTARY. The haftarah is linked to the Torah reading in a daring way.
The prophet Yeshayahu / Isaiah questions the value of fasting while we
pursue business as usual. It is thus a critique of religious hypocrisy, and it
remains to this day a challenge for the Jewish community in our effort to
link ethics with ritual practice. SDR
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If you banish oppression from your midst,
the menacing hand and tainted speech,

if you give of yourself to the hungry,
fulfilling the needs of the poor—

then shall your light shine in darkness,

and your darkness shall be like the noon.
THE RIGHTEOUS ONE will guide you always,
will satisfy your thirst in desert wastes,

will give your bones new life,

and you’ll be like a well-watered garden,
like a spring whose waters do not fail.

And those among you will rebuild ancient ruins,
foundations long dormant you’ll restore.
You shall be called the repairer of bridges,
the restorer of settlement roads.

If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath,

from doing your business on my holy day,

if you call the Sabbath your delight,

and honor THE CREATOR’s holy day,

then shall you take pleasure in GOD EVERLASTING,
and I shall convey you on high,

and feed you with Jacob’s inheritance—

for the mouth of THE ETERNAL ONE has spoken!

Isaiah 57:14-58:14
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CONCLUDING HAFTARAH BLESSINGS

After the haftarah is chanted, the following blessings are said:

Blessed are you ETERNAL ONE, our God, the sovereign of all
worlds, the rock of all the worlds, the righteous one throughout
all generations, the faithful God, whose word is deed, who speaks
and fulfills, whose words are truth and justice.

Faithful are you, ETERNAL ONE, our God, and faithful are your
words; not a single word of yours is unfulfilled, for you are a
sovereign God, faithful and merciful. Blessed are you, ETERNAL
ONE, the God faithful in all your words.

Be merciful to Zion, which is the house of life to us, and be a
help to Israel, your people, soon and in our days. Blessed are
you, ETERNAL ONE, who gives joy to Zion through her children.

Give us joy, ETERNAL ONE, our God, in Elijah, your prophet and
your servant. Soon may redemption come and give joy to our
hearts. May God turn the hearts of the parents to their children,
and the hearts of the children to their parents. And may your
house be called a house of prayer for all peoples. Blessed are
you, ETERNAL ONE, who brings an everlasting peace. o

YOI PRI 0¥/ be a help to Israel your people. The traditional phrase
here, aluvat nefesh / cast-down soul, reflected the Jewish people’s exile from
their land. With the establishment of the State of Israel, we are no longer
“cast down.” This fundamental change in Jewish life is reflected in the
revised language here. DAT
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After the haftarah is chanted, the following blessings are said:
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COMMENTARY. Most liturgists agree that the practice of reciting a haftarah,
generally a selection from the prophets, probably developed during a time
when public reading of the Torah was banned. A selection roughly
paralleling a major theme from the week’s Torah portion was therefore
selected. When public reading of the Torah became possible again, the
popular custom of chanting the haftarah continued. The haftarah is usually
chanted, utilizing a trope or cantillation system that has numerous
variations. In modern times the bar/bat mitzvah has often taken on this
responsibility as a sign of committed membership in the adult community.

DAT.

COMMENTARY. This version of the haftarah blessing eliminates the Davidic
references and the hopes for a literal messiah that they invoke. In their
place are Malachi 3:24 and a slightly altered version of Isaiah 56:7. Here
Elijah is pictured coming to herald messianic days by uniting families,
communities, and peoples through mutal understanding. DAT
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On Rosh Hashanah, continue here:

For the Torah and for worship, and for the prophets (and for
this day of Shabbat), and for this Day of Remembrance which
you have given us, ETERNAL ONE, our God, (for holiness and
for rest,) for happiness and joy, for honor and for splendor—for
everything, WISE ONE, our God, we offer thanks to you and
bless you. May your name be blessed continually by every living
being, forever and eternally, for you are a God of truth, and your
word is truthful and endures forever. Blessed are you, ETERNAL
ONE, source of the holiness of (Shabbat,) the people Israel and
the Day of Remembrance.

On Yom Kippur, continue here:

For the Torah, and for worship, for the prophets (and for this
day of Shabbat), and for this Day of Atonement, which you have
given us, ABUNDANT ONE, our God, for holiness and for rest,
for pardon, for forgiveness, and for atonement, for honor and for
splendor—for everything, Wise ONE, our God, we offer thanks
to you, and bless you. May your name be blessed continually by
every living being, forever and eternally. Your word is truth, and
stands forever. Blessed are you, ETERNAL ONE, the sovereign of
mercy and forgiveness for our wrongdoing, and for that of all
your people, the House of Israel, you who make our guilt to pass
away year after year—the sovereign over all the earth, source of
the holiness of (Shabbat,) Israel and the Day of Atonement.

The service continues with the Prayer for the Country, page 579; Prayer for the State of
Israel, page 581; or Prayers for Peace, pages 583 and 584. On Rosh Hashanah the Shofar
service follows, page 585. On Yom Kippur, continue with Ashrey, page 593, or Retumning
the Torah to the Ark, page 597.
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On Rosh Hashanah, continue here:
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On Yom Kippur, continue here:

291 773 NAWD) of YY) oR0In Yy nTian Yy ming 2y
(MY AWIRY) WO M MY pnY 113 odn (P

79227 WHNIY %2 DY 27Pnny1 MEd Ao aYnn?
D°372m1 77 o°7in NAR WIR M Y7 Py :nikon

NR I TY) 077 TR 0 2 753 TR TN 0K

nhiyYY AN n%501 2min 793 M AR 912 7YY o)
72 7Y 722 MY) MY 922 WRINUR TIgm X 03 1ny

:D™1D37 07 PRI (1 N2WD) WD TIRG
The service continues with the Prayer for the Country, page 580; Prayer for the State of
Israel, page 582; or Prayers for Peace, pages 583 and 584. On Rosh Hashanah the Shofar

service follows, page 585. On Yom Kippur, continue with Ashrey, page 594, or Returning
the Torah to the Ark, page 598.
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