
Deuteronomy 15:7-11 

7
 If, however, there is a needy person among you, one of your kinsmen in any of your 

settlements in the land that the Lord your God is giving you, do not harden your heart 

and shut your hand against your needy kinsman. 8 Rather, you must open your hand 

and lend him sufficient for whatever he needs. 9 Beware lest you harbor the base 

thought, "The seventh year, the year of remission, is approaching," so that you are 

mean to your needy kinsman and give him nothing. He will cry out to the Lord against 

you, and you will incur guilt. 10
 Give to him readily and have no regrets when you do 

so, for in return the Lord your God will bless you in all your efforts and in all your 

undertakings. 11
 For there will never cease to be needy ones in your land, which is 

why I command you: open your hand to the poor and needy kinsman in your land. 

 

 

 

Rabbi Tarfon, Pirke Avot 2:16 

"It is not your responsibility to finish the work of perfecting the world, but you are not 

free to desist from it either." 

 

 

Avot D'Rabi Natan 7:1 

When that great calamity came upon Job, he said to the Holy One, blessed be He: 

"Master of the universe, did I not feed the hungry and give drink to the thirsty. . . ? 

And did I not clothe the naked?" Nevertheless the Holy One, blessed be He, said to 

Job: ''Job, you have not yet reached even half the measure of Abraham. You sit and 

stay in your house and the wayfarers come in to you. To him who is accustomed to eat 

wheat bread, you give wheat bread to eat; to him who is accustomed to eat meat, 

you give meat to eat; to him who is accustomed to drink wine, you give wine to drink. 

But Abraham did not act in this way. Instead, he would go out and around 

everywhere, and when he found wayfarers, he brought them into his house. To him 

who was unaccustomed to eat wheat bread, he gave wheat bread to eat; to him who 

was unaccustomed to eat meat, he gave meat to eat; to him who was unaccustomed 

to drink wine, he gave wine to drink. And more than that, he arose and built large 

mansions on the highways and left food and drink there, and every passerby ate and 

drank and blessed Heaven. That is why delight of spirit was given to him. 
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