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BLACK RESIDENTS REJECT
REPARATIONS PROGRAM IN
EVANSTON, IL

by Jeroslyn Johnson O June 3,2021 @ 8238

Evanston, IL, has announced a plan to pay reparations to Black
residents. (Image: Twitter/ @NBCChicago)

Back in March, Evanston, Illinois, became the first city in
the U.S. to introduce a reparations program. But nearly
three months later, the town’s Black residents are
speaking out against what they see as a “racist

R
reparations  initiative.

As part of the first phase of the program, the city would
pay $25,000 to Black Evanston residents who experienced
housing discrimination, Yahoo News reports. The funds

would come in the form of coverage for home
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improvement costs, down payment and closing cost

assistance, and mortgage payments.

While residents like Priscilla Giles, who has lived in the
city from 1919 to 1969, qualify for the program, the retired
ESL teacher is denouncing the initiative and sharing how

“sad and angry” the situation has left her feeling.

“IT’S NOT REPARATIONS. AND
THAT'’S FOR SURE,” SHE SAID.

Giles and hundreds of other Black residents have rallied
their support behind the online group Evanston Rejects
Racist Reparations to demand the program be paused
and re-evaluated. One of the first issues residents had
was that it was not structured around community input.
While locals advocated for cash payments, the city
instead responded by promising housing assistance

through the Restorative Housing Program.

“THIS IS A HOUSING VOUCHER
PROGRAM, NOT REPARATIONS
— AND CALLING IT THAT DOES
MORE HARM THAN GOOD,”
SAID AUTHORS A. KIRSTEN
MULLEN AND WILLIAM DARITY
JR. IN AN OP-ED FOR THE
WASHINGTON POST.

Darity, an economist at Duke University, noted that
proper reparations can only come from the federal

government and would cost upwards of $u trillion. Local
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reparations programs like the one in Evanston “cannot
meet the bill for Black reparations,” Mullen and Darity

said.

Other issues locals have are the control over how the
money is spent and the fact only current and future
homeowners meet the requirements. Residents also have
to work with local banks, which many say have a history

of practicing discrimination.

“The beneficiaries of this program would be those who
initially did the harm of redlining here in Evanston,” said
community organizer Sebastian Nalls. “Black Evanston

residents need to be determining their own repair.”

Now eligible residents like Giles are confused by the
initiative and don’t know where the $400,000 is going. A
local branch of the community platform UpTogether,
with the endorsement of the City Council, has started
issuing $300 cash payments to some Evanston residents
who are eligible for reparations according to the city’s

criteria.

‘I DON'T KNOW WHERE IT’S
GOING FROM HERE. I DON'T
THINK IT’S GOING ANYPLACE. 1
REALLY DON’T,” SHE SAID. “I
WAS SURPRISED. BUTI CAN’T
SAY THAT I WAS ANY MORE
ANGRY OR SURPRISED THAN
WHEN I FIRST HEARD THAT
THE REPARATIONS WERE
GOING TO BE GIVEN FOR
PEOPLE TO BUY HOUSES,
RATHER THAN FOR
SOMETHING BENEFITING THE
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WHOLE BLACK COMMUNITY.

BECAUSE WHOEVER GOT THE

MONEY, IT DID NOT BENEFIT
ME OR MINE.”

BLACK ENTERPRISE is the premier business, investing, and wealth-building resource for African Americans.

Since 1970, BLACK ENTERPRISE has provided essential business information and advice to professionals,

corporate executives, entrepreneurs, and decision makers.
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